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Fig. 2-2. The meaning-frequency distribution of words.
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Fig. 9-8. Manufactures and their wage earners in the U. 8. A. in

1939, with the manufactures ranked in the order of their
number of ‘wage earners,

a = 2/3 correspondstoy =1+ 1/a = 5/2.
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Movement of stuff between cities
D = distance, P; and P, = city populations.

Solid line = +1 exponent.
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Fig. 9-14. Railway express. The movement by weight (less carload lots)

between 13 arbitrary citics in the U. S. A., May 1939.
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Fig. 5-3. The number of different articles of like length i

n samples of

the 11th edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Lengths in inches.

Not a rank-ordered plot; flipped frequency distribution.

(?) slope of —3/5 corresponds toy = 5/3.
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# news items as a function of population P, of location in the

Chicago Tribune
D = distance, P; = Chicago’s population
Solid line = +1 exponent.
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Pig. 9-10. Number of diffcrent news items in The Chicago Tribune
W is the dateline of Washington, D. C.).
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Length of trip versus frequency of trip.

Not a rank-ordered plot; flipped frequency distribution. Solid

line = -1/2 exponent corresponds to 7y = 2.
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Fig. 9-2. Metropolitan districts. Onc hundred largest in the U. §. A, in
, ranked in the order of decreasing population size.

a = 1correspondstoy =1+ 1/a = 2.
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# obituaries in the New York Times for locations with

population P,.
D = distance, P; = New York’s population
Solid line = +1 exponent.
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Fig. 9-11. Number of obituaries in The New York Times (N repre-

sents Newark, New Jersey).
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Fig. 9-23. Number of families (plus 100) moving varying distances
within or between separated arcas in Cleveland during 1933-1935
(adapted from the data of S. A. Stouffer).
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. . . . . . . rediency pi
o Zipf immediately. I did and when I explained why I was late turning in the _ w Pl
5 data. He said, “Well, your father’s gone and I (Zipf) have no pipeline to _ 1 4,075
o ® . . —
= d God. I expect the data will be on my desk tomorrow morning!”.....My LI | e
° . . . 3
g joo b J mother, sister and extended family spread huge books of trade magazines n
® . . ) -
2 e 9 on the kitchen and dining room tables and furiously went to work....We B
® . . ? . . — —
z ° worked until late in the night and finished the project.....I drove to Harvard 6
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° Zipf. All he said was, “Thank you.” Years later, I wondered whether FE—
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Fig. 9-22. Number of marriage licenses issued to 5000 pairs of
applicants living within Philadelphia in 1981 and separated by vary-
ing distances (the data of J. L. §. Bossard)
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1
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) N ' 3 11 21 52 1.0 138 212
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No. of Genera | No. of Species

573 1 o
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49 4

36 5

20 6
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Fig. 6-1. The number of different genera of like number of different
species for all flowering plants and for Chrysomelid beetles (from the
J. C. Willis data, after reversing the co-ordinates).

& oa= 1 correspondstoy = 1 + 1/a=2.






