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These slides are brought to you by:
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These slides are also brought to you by:

Special Guest Executive Producer

�On Instagram at pratchett_the_cat�

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
https://www.instagram.com/pratchett_the_cat/
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Outline

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
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Callback: A whimsical-powerful example of real
science
“How Cats Lap: Water Uptake by Felis catus”�
Reis et al., Science, 2010.

Amusing interview here�

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/early/2010/11/10/science.1195421
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2010/11/11/science/1248069317702/how-cats-lap.html
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Have courage

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
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The problem with understanding things after years
of struggle:

Science is hard:
“The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.”
—The Second Coming, Yeats

There is always, always doubt

Claim: Thinking deeply is glorious

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
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The absolute basics of basic science:

Computational science in three back and forth steps:
1. Find meaningful+important+interesting phenomena,

(optionally) involving spectacular amounts of data that you
either put together or obtain from the back of a truck.

2. Describe what you see.
3. Explain it.

If you succeed at 1–3:
4. Create.
5. Share.

Always:
6. Be good people.

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
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Extreme joy and the power of forgetting:��

Human: Aleksander Gamme�
Location: Antarctica

https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2025-2026pocsverse
https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/videos/extreme-happiness.mp4
https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/videos/extreme-happiness.mp4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleksander_Gamme

