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Basics:

Instructor: Prof. Peter Sheridan Dodds

Lecture room and meeting times:
Mann Hall, 102C, 10:05 am to 11:20 am

Office: (in theory) The Ether and/or Innovation,
fourth floor

email: peter.dodds@uvm.edu

Course Website:
https://pdodds.w3.uvm.edu/teaching/courses/2023-
2024pocsverse (&'

Course Twitter handle: @pocsvox
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Potential paper product:
<& The Syllabus (..

Office hours:

&> See Teams calendar,
The Ether and/or Innovation, fourth floor
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More super exciting details:

We use Open Sans and make math look good:

\setmainfont [Ligatures=TeX]{0Open Sans}
\setsansfont [Ligatures=TeX]{0Open Sans}
\usefonttheme [onlymath] {serif}

Still working towards putting the course on
Github/Gitlab

And finishing writing the books ...
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Studies, and Theoretical Models.” 2009-2015.

SES Division of Social and Economic Sciences
SBE Directorate for Social, Behavioral & Economic
Sciences

Abstract is here (4.

People have also said nice things about PoCS ('
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Team PoCS

Microsoft Teams + Slack

<= Teams = main place for discussions about all
things PoCS including assignments and projects.

* Microsoft Teams » SIaCk
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Slack = main place for students and faculty in o
Complex Systems and Data Science to talk about s
everything.

Teams—Automatic if enrolled in the course.

Slack—Once invited, please sign up here:
https://csdsgrads.slack.com/

Very good: Install Microsoft and Slack apps on
laptops, tablets, phone, cats, dogs. Nothing will go
wrong.

Everyone will behave wonderfully.

ﬁ i Microsoft Teams » SIaCk



https://csdsgrads.slack.com/

Grading breakdown:

Assignments (75%)—All assignments will be of
equal weight and there will be 10 + 1 of them.

Projects/talks (24%)—Students will work on
semester-long projects. Students will develop a
proposal in the first few weeks of the course which
will be discussed with the instructor for approval.

Details: 8% for the first talk, 8% for the final talk,
and 8% for the written project.

General attendance/Class participation
(1%)—Everyone is expected to behave well.
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How grading works:

3 = correct or very nearly so.

2 = acceptable but needs some revisions.
1 = needs major revisions.

0 = way off.

The PoCSverse
What's the John
Dory?

26 of 58

Orientation

Information

arot Cards

Projects

References




Important things:

1. Classes run from Monday, August 28 to Friday,
December 8.

2. Add/Drop, Audit, Pass/No Pass
deadline—Monday, September 11.

3. Last day to withdraw—Monday, October 30
(Sadness!).

4. Reading and Exam period—Saturday, December 9
to Friday, December 15.

Do check the course Twitter account, @pocsvox, for
updates regarding the course (part of the course site).

Academic assistance: Anyone who requires assistance
in any way (as per the ACCESS program or due to
athletic endeavors), please see or contact me as soon
as possible.
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Popular Science Books:

Historical artifact:

by M. Mitchell Waldrop (1993). ¢!

F
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http://discworld.wikia.com/wiki/Doctor_of_Thaumatology

Popular Science Books:

“Simply Complexity: A Clear Guide to

by Neil F. Johnson (2009). !

| “Complexity: A Guided Tour” @ (%

by Melanie Mitchell (2009). "%

!&“‘”c“ “The Information; A History, A Theory, A
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On complex sociotechnical systems:

mickoMOTIVES ano
MACROseHAvIOR

by Philip Ball (2004). *!
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It's all about algorithms (stories):

[ EVOLUTION As
BC computaTioN 8

Joba

by John E. Mayfield (2013).1%
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Semester-long projects, teams. Sferton
Develop proposal in first few weeks.

May range from novel research to investigation of
an established area of complex systems.
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Two talks + written piece.
Usage of the VACC(Z'is encouraged (ability to

code well = super powers).

Massive data sets available, including Twitter.
Possible: Work with Twitter data and Story Lab on
socially meaningful problems.

Academic output (journal papers) resulting from
Principles of Complex Systems and Complex
Networks can be found here (4. Add more!

We'll go through a list of possible projects soon.
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