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The New Yorker, December 16, 2013, p. 56.

Aside: From a 2013 ]%cﬁliﬁcycﬁril\/i[;}gagipg (@ interview with
Maurice Sendak (%

BLVR: Did the success of Where the Wild Things Are ever feel like an

albatross?

MS: It’s a nice book.  It’s perfectly nice. Ican’t complain aboutit. I
remember Herman Melville said, “When I die no one is going to mention
Moby-Dick. They’re all going to talk about my first book, about forking
maidens in Tahiti.” He was right. No mention of Moby-Dick then.
Everyone wanted another Tahitian book, a beach book. But then he
kept writing deeper and deeper and then came Moby-Dick and people
hated it. The only ones who liked it were Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel
Hawthorne. Moby-Dick didn’t get famous until 1930.

& Sendak named his dog Herman.

&% The essential (true) Colbert interview:
Pr.1Z'and Pr. 205\

The emotional shapes of stories—Moby Dick:
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Online, interactive Emotional Shapes of Stories (7" for 10,000+

Frankenstein; Or the Modern

Search Gutenberg Corpus byTHle~  Classics+ | HaryPotir+ | Random
Prometheus (wik)

by Mary Shelley

Book happiness timo seris: Word st
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sectos. Referenc sections's happiness = 631

Comparison section's happiness = 5.35
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Lens (for advanced users):

Side and resize the stop-window to change the lens:

Nom Words

Per word average happiness shift
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Online, interactive Emotional Shapes of Stories

Harry Potter (all books together)

Search Gutenberg Corpus byTile~  Classics~ Hary Potter~  Random
by J.K. Rowling
Book happiness time series: Word Shift:
Explon y happy than the reference one
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movie scripts:
Pulp Fiction

Search Movies Classics ~  Team Picks =~ Random

directed by Quentin Tarantino

Movie happiness time series:
Explore the work's emotional dynamics by sliding and resizing the reference and
‘comparison sections.

Movie script:
Portion of script scored for each point in timeseries.

Roferonce

Zed takes the chair, sits it in front of the two prisoners,

then lovers into it. Naynard hands Tho Gimp's leash o Zod,

then backs avay.

Happiest

656
(€0 The Giap)

.. he Gimp gots on its knees.

Naynasd hangs back while Zed sppraises the two men.

Average

558 Who's first?

=
I atn't for sure yet.

hen with his litcle fingor, Zod does a silent "Eenie, meany,
miney, mos... * just his mouth mouthing the words snd his
Least Happy finger going back and forth between the two.
450

[ revazaen o 8sorometr wam ans @aryongan .

Maynard looks back and forth at the victims.

The Gimps's eves o from one to the other inside the mask.
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Stories with a few ups and downs most downloaded:

Moby-Dick

by Herman Melville
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54 FIG. 6: Download statistics for SVD Modes with more than 2.5% of books. Modes SV 3 through

52 510 - -SV 4 (both polarities of modes 3 and 4) exhibit a higher average number of downloads and more

variance than the rest.
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Moby-Dick illustration by Rockwell Kent, 1930
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“The emotional arcs of stories are dominated by six

Reagan, Mitchell, Danforth, and Dodds.
EPJ Data Science, 5, 31, 2016. |/

&% Six basic shapes: Rags-to-Riches, Man-in-a-hole, Cinderella,
Tragedy, Icarus, Oedipus.
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